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Know Your Rights!

Each person, with our without documents, has rights.

Therefore, if INS agents try to interrogate or detain
you in any way, remember your rights:

1. You have the right to refuse to answer questions, with the
exception that you must give your name. Refuse to
answer questions. Say nothing about your place of birth
or the way in which you entered this country until you can
consult with your lawyer.

2. Demand to speak with your lawyer. Demand respect of
your right to make a telephone call.

3. If you do not have a lawyer, request a list of free
immigration lawyers and call them.

4, You have the right to communicate with the consulate of

your country of origin. Request of INS to give you the
phone number of your consulate.

5. If you have any possibility to qualify to be able to
immigrate, do not sign the “Voluntary Departure” without
consulting with your lawyer or consulate.

6. If this is your first entry, and you do not have any way of
immigrating legally, it is then better to sign the “Voluntary
Departure” to avoid a “formal deportation,” which has
serious consequences.

7. You have the right to a Deportation Hearing. Consult with
your lawyer. Do not speak to the Immigration Official.

The wmportance of Remaining Silent:

Before deporting a person, INS must prove that that person is in
the U.S. illegally. Normally, the evidence comes from the
answers that were given to the Immigration official during
interrogation. If the person does not answer questions, then INS
does not have the proof that they need to deport the individual.
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