NON-PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
TUCSON, AZ
PERMIT 580

Coalicion de Derechos Humanos
c/o Arizona Border Rights Foundation
P.O. Box 1286
Tucson, AZ 85702

Return Service Requested

the

Coalición de
Derechos Humanos
Volume 3, Issue 2

Quarterly Newsletter

UNDOCUMENTED

When I watched the film “The Undocumented” by Marco Williams, I was with a group of more than 50 people
during the 10th annual Migrant Trail Walk. We were camped in the desert six miles north of the U.S.-Mexico
border in an area so known for its migrant deaths that it has been described as a graveyard. The documentary
was projected on a white sheet draped over the side of the van. Focusing on the migrant deaths, nothing could
have better set the tone for the seven-day solidarity walk.

Summer 2013

But The Undocumented should also set the tone for much more, particularly the national immigration reform
debate in which these deaths are barely mentioned.

Ningún Ser Humano es Ilegal!~~~No Human Being is Illegal!

Get Informed!
In this Issue:
Betty & Isabel’s
Party Invitation
Letter of Appeal

Calendar of Upcoming Events & Activities
CIR Teach-In
Saturday, June 21, 2013
1-5 p.m.
John Valenzuela Center
Isabel and Betty’s Birthday Party
Saturday, June 28, 2013
El Casino Ballroom
Citizenship Fair
Saturday, July 27, 2013
Most Holy Trinity Church
Visit www.derechoshumanosaz.net and join
our listserv for the most recent updates on
events and activities!

Abuse Clinics
By Appointment
631 S. 6th Avenue

Meet with
us to discuss
your issues
involving:
* Law Enforcement Abuses
(Police, Border Patrol, Sheriff)
* Labor Abuses
* Housing Problems
* Discrimination
* Vigilante and Hate Group Abuse

Tel: 520.770.1373
Our meetings are held
every Thursday
5:30pm-6:45pm
Sam Lena Library
(1607 S. 6th Avenue)
Meetings are free and
open to the community.

Farmworking Visa
information

Join us for a Community
Teach-In on Comprehensive
Immigration Reform!
When?
June 22nd
1-5 p.m.

¿Where?
John Valenzuela Center
1550 S. 6th Ave.

GET INFORMED! DON´T BE FOOLED!

The Undocumented
Screenings
Derechos Summer
Interns Bios

Come to our
Citizenship Fair!

In the distance, as night fell, we could see the headlights of Border Patrol vehicles policing the borderlands.
With immigration reform proposals offering scenarios of an additional $6.5 billion to add on to an already
unprecedented militarized border enforcement apparatus, Williams’ documentary couldn’t come at a more
important time.

July 27, 2013
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Environmental Impacts
of the Border Wall
CIR Amendment
Information

In the documentary, Williams travels from the Arizona borderlands--where he meets with Border Patrol agents,
humanitarian workers, and activists--to the outskirts of Mexico City where a family mourns a loved one brought
back in a coffin. It narrates the heart-wrenching story of a son who walks through the desert trying to find his
disappeared father. It vividly films a medical examiner doing an autopsy, and attempting to identify, a bordercrosser. The raw footage reveals the horror of what is really happening. And it enters of the offices of the
Coalición de Derechos Humanos in Tucson, where Kat Rodriguez describes the sad sigh of an uncle when he
learns of his niece’s death in the Arizona desert. “People are dying, and that should be enough to change
things,” Rodriguez says capturing what is at the heart of the documentary.

Farm working visas change under CIR

Most Holy Trinity
Church
Come learn from experts and community leaders about:
• E Verify/National IDs
• Guest worker/HB Visa/W Visa/Ag jobs
• Dreamers provisions
• Border security (Indigenous, environmental,
Streamline)
• RPI (Registered Provisional Status)
• Family Immigrations System

Call for
appointments
520.770.1373

Sponsored by: Repeal & Resist SB1070 Coalition
CHILDCARE PROVIDED!

We’re moving!
We are excited to announce that we will be moving to a new location.Derechos will be joining the
Alliance for Global Justice, PanLeft, Alianza Indígena, Occupy Tucson in the new Global Justice Center at
The Stardust Lounge:

225 E. 26th St.
Tucson, AZ 85713
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Over half of the two million agricultural workers in the United States are undocumented. The Agricultural Job Opportunity, Benefits and Security Act (AgJobs), which is incorporated in larger comprehensive immigration bill, creates a pathway to citizenship for agricultural workers. Although much of the
immigration overhaul bill is flawed, its provision on agricultural workers is a strong asset on both a
humane and economic level. Agricultural workers are among of the most oppressed worker groups in
the country. Farm workers are excluded from provisions guaranteed in the National Labor Relations
Act and the Fair Labor Standards Act, meaning they are not guaranteed overtime pay, children as
young as twelve can work on farms, and growers on small farms are not required to pay their workers
minimum wage. The AgJobs bill seeks to create better treatment for farmworkers by granting them
an expedited path to citizenship. Undocumented workers who have worked in the agricultural sector
for two years can apply for a “blue card” which puts them on a path towards a green card if they agree
to work in agriculture for 5-7 additional years and pay a fine for their previous undocumented status.
This effectively grants amnesty to previously agricultural workers who have contributed to the
economy. It would replace the current H2-A guest worker provision, which has thus far been poorly
enforced, and is subject to abuse by growers. Although the bill does not directly address the poor
working conditions that agricultural workers face, by legalizing their immigration status, farm workers
will have an increased ability to advocate for better working and living conditions. It’s necessary to
note that this provision is only applied to farm workers, as rest of the bill does not address the plight
of other undocumented workers. - Phoebe Long
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the wall

Dear Derechos Humanos supporter,

& the environment

I want to give a big thank-you to each and every one of our supporters who helped us survive our financial crisis
in February. It was both encouraging and humbling to witness concretely the importance the community places
in the work of Coalicion de Derechos Humanos. The many notes and phone calls (as well as the checks!) inspired
the board
and staff to recommit ourselves to the critical work on behalf of migrant justice which Derechos Humanos has
carried out since its founding 20 years ago this month.

The Jaguar, the largest feline in the Western hemisphere, has been an important symbol in the
mythology of indigenous cultures such as the Maya and Aztec. There are eight subspecies of
Jaguar, each belonging to a specific geographical area across Mexico, Central and South
America. There is one subspecies unique to the US/Mexico Borderlands: the Arizonian Jaguar.
Although this majestic animal is nowhere near extinction, it can rapidly become vulnerable due
to the destruction of habitat.
The border wall, which extends over 600 miles along the US/Mexico border, prevents wildlife in
protected areas from performing their natural migration patterns. This fragmentation of habitat
can lead to the reduction of biodiversity along the borderlands region due to possible separation
from potential mates and limiting food resources. Section 102 of The Real ID Act allowed the
Secretary of Homeland security the power to “waive in their entirety” around 37 federal laws that
give protection to borderlands environments, one of these laws being the Endangered Species
Act.
However, the construction of the border has not only affected various species along the border
lands, but also borderland communities. The previous design of the border wall prevented the
natural flow of water of rivers, lakes, and rainfall streams and led to the accumulation of water
along border towns. Nogales, Sonora has experienced major floods that have caused millions of
dollars in damage. Further militarization of the border may bring about irreversible damage to
borderlands ecosystems and communities. -Cristina Martinez

A Window into CIR

-

Before the July 4th recess, the date Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid has set for the completion of the comprehensive immigration reform bill, senators will be considering over 100 amendments. Two of the most polarizing
amendments are the RESULTS amendment (Requiring Enforcement, Security and safety, & Upgrading Legitimate Trade and travel Simultaneously) filed by Senator John Cornyn (R-Texas) and the same-sex couples
amendment filed by Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.)
RESULTS Amendment -Cornyn’s amendment makes permanent legal residence dependent on 100%
situational awareness along the border. This means the Border Patrol must have monitoring capability at every
segment of the border. In addition, the amendment requires full operational control, which means a 90%
- Marco
apprehension rate of migrants crossing the border. Many republicans, including Gang of Eight member
Rubio (R-Fla.), support the bill while many democrats see its goals as unachievable or ultimately delaying
amnesty for too long.
Same-Sex Couples Amendment -Leahy’s amendment guarantees same sex couples the same rights given to
heterosexual married couples in the senate bill. In other words, his amendment proposes that same-sex partners
can apply for green cards in the same fashion as heterosexual married couples.The amendment is strongly
opposed by Marco Rubio, who says he will no longer support the bill if the amendment is passed.
-Ana Montgomery
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We Need Your Support!

With your generosity we weathered the crisis although that doesn’t mean we can make it for another 20 years
without your continued financial support. We have a lot on our plate for the summer so I am writing to ask you
once again to make a tax-deductible donation to continue and strengthen the work of Derechos Humanos.
With four interns and full-time volunteers this summer, we are well staffed at this critical juncture in the immigration debate. Will we have a comprehensive immigration law that
simply further militarizes the border and criminalizes our neighbors, or will we have a reform that is built on a
foundation of human rights and family values? Derechos
Humanos will continue to work untiringly for comprehensive immigration reform that values each person for their
contribution to their family, the community, and the nation.
Elsewhere in this newsletter is information about a community teach-in on what exactly is in the bill being
debated now in the Senate and how it will affect our community. We are putting this together with many other
border rights and progressive groups.
In July we are organizing a Citizenship Fair, as we do several times a year, to help qualified migrants fill out and file
their applications for citizenship. We could not continue
this free service without your generous support. If you, or someone you know, needs this service, or wants to
volunteer at the fair, call Blanca Bay at 520-770-1373.
Your support also enables us to continue our Abuse Clinic which is a safe space for migrants to report workplace
and housing abuses for which we then work to achieve a
just settlement. As well, your support enables us to continue to work with families, ICE, and the Medical
Examiner’s office to find or identify people who are reported missing in the desert or have been swallowed by the
legal enforcement system.
If you are able to make a tax-deductible contribution at this time to help us
complete our many projects this summer, please send a check or money order
in the enclosed
envelope or go to http://www.derechoshumanosaz.net/ and click on the

“Donate Here” box. Thank you for the fact that we can always count on
you to work for a more just and civil Southern Arizona.

Our Mission
Coalición de Derechos
Humanos is a grassroots
organization that
promotes respect for
human/civil rights and
Southern Border region,
discrimination, and human
rights abuses by federal,
state, and local law

In solidarity,
Isabel Garcia and Lupe Castillo
Board Co-Chairs

U.S. citizens alike.

To Donate
Make checks or money orders payable to Arizona Border Rights Foundation
P.O. Box 1286, Tucson, AZ 85702
Your donations is tax-deductible. Arizona Border Rights Foundation is a 501c3 organization,
Donations can also be made online at www.derechoshumanosaz.net
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the

migrant

Derechos Summer Volunteers

trail

This year 50 participants from the US and Canada made the 75-mile
trek from Sásabe, Mexico to Tucson. From May 27th to June 2nd,
participants walked to remember those who have died while crossing
and those who will continue to cross. This marked the 10th year that
walkers have gathered to bear witness to the tragedy of inhumanity
that is occurring at our southern border. Following are the reflections
of the experience of several walkers on this year’s Migrant Trail walk.
Alfredo Emiliano Villegas, 1st year walker, Tucson
We are a species that has migrated as 2 legged creatures for centuries. All of our ancestors were part of these
greater migrations that took place. This is not what I saw during the few hours I spent in Sásabe, Mexico. Up
until recently have these ways been lost. Every footstep I took was in honor of these relatives that have lost
these ways and their lives taken in the process. The border is a place of sadness and pain. My initial reaction
was to feel like this should have been a physical struggle, but I knew mentally it drained me. As a first time
walker on the migrant trail I experienced these feelings. Every day was a different feeling but set the same
course for Tucson. From desert to pavement the land changed drastically and was not a safe place for migration to happen. Death is happening too often and being exploited as a way to scare others into not taking
this deadly trip. Walking into Tucson after a 7-day mental struggle welcomed me back with welcoming arms. I
know the ones that risk everything are not as fortunate as I was but I respect the ways in which love can carry
you as you walk these lands to find your family, or to find a better way of living.
Jamie Archer, 3rd year walker, Lansing, Michigan
This was my third year walking. I knew what to expect. I knew how things would go. But I suppose there is
always an element of surprise when taking part in something like this. For some reason, this year was the
hardest year yet. Despite temperatures being lower than in previous years, my body took harder to the heat
and the sun. On Tuesday afternoon, I felt really overheated and sick and was humbled by the care given to me
by others. Saturday, the hottest day with temperatures reaching 109, I remember feeling panicky, searching
out any bit of shade and reprieve from the sun and heat. I found a sliver of shade provided by one of the
vehicles. While walking, each of us carries a cross with the name, age, and year of death of someone who had
attempted crossing into the US. I carried Rene Lopez, age 32. I thought about him all week. But on Saturday,
as I fretted in the heat despite having sufficient water and anything else I needed, I began to wonder about
Rene. About his last days, his last hours. Wondering when was that moment that he couldn’t go on, when his
body gave up on him. It hit me at a deeper level than in previous years that if I were a migrant, my name
would most likely end up on one of those crosses: Jamie Archer, age 30. Unless, of course, my body were so
ravaged by the animals and elements that I couldn’t be identified. Then my cross would say Desconocida,
unknown female. Or even worse: Desconodo/a, unknown male or female. On Sunday morning, we stood on a
ledge just 5 miles from our destination, looking out over the miles that we had just crossed and the miles that
many will attempt to cross. I wept as I ended the week a little less hopeful than in other years, wondering how
many people were struggling at that moment, in need of water. Wondering whose cross I will carry next year.
How many more crosses will we carry?

Ana Montgomery is a rising senior Anthropology major at Reed College in Portland, OR. Next
year, she plans to write her thesis about ethnography’s knowledge production as it relates to
changes in perceptions of the US-Mexico border over the past century. She will be interning at
Derechos Humanos for the summer and is excited to learn as much as she can while enjoying
the Tucson heat.
Phoebe Long is a rising junior at Duke University. She is a Public Policy and
Pyschology double major. She looks forward to learning more about immigration
reform and how immigration policy affects people in Arizona.
Cristina Martinez is a rising sophomore at Duke University and plans to major in
Biology. She is also interested in environmental science, and how the Border Wall
disrupts wildlife.
Cristen Vernon is a rising junior at Duke University. She is a Public Policy and
Pyschology double major.
Jamie Archer is a rising sophomore at Duke University and plans to major in Biology.

Your tax-deductible donation makes you an
today to help make Arizona better for us all.
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